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Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,
are heading home again.

Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,
the world o�ers itself to your imagination,

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting --
over and over announcing your place

in the family of things.

“Wild Geese” by Mary Oliver 

The return of the Canada Geese signals the very early coming of spring. We’ve almost 
forgotten they’ve gone, and here they are, back again. They migrate back to the midwest from 
their winter homes in New Mexico. Flocks �y in a V formation, often not far above the ground, 

uttering loud, honking calls. Their diet of grass and other low growing plants allows them 
to live just about anywhere, including large citites.

L E S S O N :  Your task is to draw and color a goose or several geese in a realistic style.
Remember to identify the types of lines you are drawing (straight, curved, angled, dot, circle)
Begin with the eye, making sure to leave a bit of white in the center. Work towards the beak, 
then the head, down the neck, etc. Always draw what is in front �rst. Save the feather details 
for last. A goose is covered in feathers and so the lines should not be perfectly smooth, 
but wavy or jagged in some places.  

Follow along with the video demonstration and complete that project �rst, then you may 
choose any of the geese you see in the photos, �nd your own photo in a book or even 
look outside and draw a goose that might be grazing in your yard! 

Make sure to add in a realistic background, using your reference photos or your imagination. 

Choose your coloring tools based on what you have available. This project can be done nicely 
with watercolors, colored pencils, markers or crayons. If you are in 5th or 6th grade you can 
challange yourself by printing one of the refrence photos in black and white and using your 
graphite pencils to create value and shading. 

**Please use a dedicated sketchbook or gather papers together in a folder that you can use just 
for your at home art projects. 

Follow this link for video demonstration: https://youtu.be/CgALCkZQhBE 
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