
A  L E S S O N  I N  D R A W I N G 



The koala is a marsupial mammal.  Sometimes a koala is called a koala bear, but in fact, 
it is not a bear at all! Koalas are related to kangaroos and wombats. Koalas can only live in the 

wild on the continent of Australia. Depending on the part of Australia they live in, their fur can be 
shorter or shaggier to keep them warm. Koalas have just one joey (baby) at a time. 
Their babies are kept in a pouch and drink milk from their mothers for 5 months! 

Koalas live and eat from the eucalyptus tree. They sleep for up to 19 hours per day. When 
needed, a koala can run as fast as rabbit! 

L E S S O N :  Your task is to draw and color a koala in a realistic style.
Remember to identify the types of lines you are drawing (straight, curved, angled, dot, circle)
Begin with the eye, making sure to leave a bit of white in the center. Draw the nose next and then
work on the head, ears, down the neck, etc. Always draw what is in front �rst. Save the details 
for last. A koala is covered in fur and so the lines should not be perfectly smooth, but wavy or
jagged in some places.  

Follow along with the video demonstration and complete that project �rst, then you may 
choose any of the koalas you see in the photos or �nd your own photo in a book.

Make sure to add in a realistic background, using your reference photos or your imagination. 

Choose your coloring tools based on what you have available. This project can be done nicely 
with watercolors, colored pencils, markers or crayons. I will use watercolor and colored pencil.  

**Please use a dedicated sketchbook or gather papers together in a folder that you can use just 
for your at home art projects. 

Follow this link for video demonstration:  https://youtu.be/AWWCUctg_ok
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